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Friends of
the earth

Local v imperted. Synthetic v natural ... the city's
design cognoscenti find products that tick the green

box. By Anne Susskind.

For designer Michael Alvisse, the fiomt thing than
comes to mind when asked (o consider green design
I trawling 51 Vincent de Paul for beautiful objects -
in effect, recycling, Michelle Mairas, of carpet dealers
Whitechife Impaorts, nominates a popular
wool g, until she diseovers thit the
rug hos wsed chembenl dyes and Tas
Jatex bocking

Evaluating objects that are
sustainable iz complex because of
what ks known as the cradle1o

grave sffect = the idea that
evirything that goes into the
lifespan of a product has an
¥ impact on the environmant, from
the energy used inits production
1o how long it takes to decomipease.
There are hidden consideratione
Archalr ts built. on sustainable principles in
Denmark, but because it has been airfreighted 1o
Australia thie cost in fuel is-high,

Thiere are other lasues, not least ol whibch is that
architects, the kingpins of the design indastry,
struggle to come up with sustainable pieces they

think are sutficiently
aesthetically appealing to
merit their imprimatur,
Many goods purpoit 1o be
green but whether they are
benuriful is another
question.

Tim Laurenee,

mssociate dean at the
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University of Technology, Sydney’s faculry of
desipgn, architecture ﬂllﬁ building, says there is a
further parados desipners and architects are
agents af conamption and want 1o craate
something new. Clients also crave the new. Sl it
seerns, there's enough out there that's both good
lnaking and feelpood, as Bomain Home discovered

in its survey of architects, designers and metailers.

THE SIGN STOOL BY TRENT JANSEN
Caroling Casay, hamitur

*It's a stackable chair made from recycled Roads
and Traflie Authority signs. This is clever,
intelligent and sophisticated design, yet very
pliyful and fresh. There's so much besuty in jyg it
taked me back toan industrialised Rosalie
Grscolgne. 1t's stackable vertically and horizontally,
It's magical to get close (o samething like thar,
that's familiar in materials, but the form is
unfurnilipr. [t's quite childdike but with a very
sophisticated manuficturing technology.”
Stockists, Chee Soon & Fizgerald, 9360 1031

SLIMLINE WATER TANK

Steve Konnody, architoct

“This one | from Queensland, 1Us quite tall, quite
slender and fits neatly into the back of a garden; a
really elejrant shape. 1t holds 3000 litres, In the past
year; the mnge of water tanks available has growm
phenomenally, You can put them wnder decks, bur
vy favourite is still an aboveground Zincalume or
galvanisedsteel tank that looks like o tienke 1t has
refermnoes to Australian history so we fecl like it's
something we koow,

Inquiries; Roafrite Hullding Products. 1800 Soy 0ol
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“Lutlu in rmnade af an LED-embedded
fabric, designed by Lume. Most peopls
are familiar with LEDs = they are wsed
far indicators on the phones-and we s
the technobosry in the tall lights of care,
In a lsmpehade, the lght s in the mide
and the shade around that softens the Lig
LEDa are so small that they can be put in o weave,
etmbedded in o wall, 1o ls very gnergy efficient LEL
needd Jow wattiage and o salar-powered LED s
practically selfsustaining, The TEDS in Lulu work
well 45 4 polnt source; this means they. can create
good shadows 1o create sccent, texture and reveal
abjeits or surfaces In inferesting ways"
Iriquiries, Lighting Group, 882 Sooo

CANVAS BLINDS
Tim Laurence, faculty of design, architectur snd
uTs

“The canvas blind outside my house 5 on mopes,
cables-and pulleys, and the only enerpy it uses is o
ovvm. It's @ very rich creqm eoltner and oovers the
whaole front of the upstairs balcony and works wel
with the exterior dark-hrown palnted stuceo. On o
stnny afternipo, yecan lie in the bedroom and §
the heat is cut. And it allows a tovely dappbed ligh
through the baloony laceworks balustrade, 1 is
really sasy (o mninisin When it decays, it liecally
does decay, Tt's not ax if it takes many years to
decompose; canvas is o natural material moade fros
Mox. o natuml fibre®

Inquiries, Colourful Canee, 9510 2423

THE ELLIOT CHAIR

BY SCHAMBURG + ALVISSE

Brooke Aftken, imerior designer-anchitect
*Schambruryg + Abvigse ligs abvays been highly
environmentally awarefThe company| is into
important certification and forestey protection,
such as WWFs forest conservation initiative. Th
Elliat uses & European beech, which comes over |
ship, not plane: Tt comes as o veneer-and its
manufaciurers laminate it together to become a
strany plywood. Schambning + Abvisse uses long

SPEND $150 ON DORF OR CLARK PRODUCTS AND
RECEIVE A LUXURIOUS FREE BEAUTY TREATMENT

PLUS A CHANCE TO WIN AN EXOTIC ESCAPE
TO A LUXURY SPA IN MALAYSIA
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lasting stainless steed instead of chrome (which
tnvolves a lot of beavy metals in its processing). It
teminds me of an Eames chair it's quite spider
like, or ant-lke, in its aesthetic, 1t {3 2 new take on
that leok, which is wide, and there's a soft
upliolitered version.”

Inguiries, Scharmburg - Alwisge Design, 9212 7644

HEMP CUSHIONS

Virginka Kerridge, architect

“Hemp is one of the most environmerdtally sensible
textiles avallable. No pesticides and fertilisers are
needed to grow the crop, 1t's rapidly renewable
with a besutiful organic feel, and hos thermal and
abaorhent gualities The plant’s fibre i oy long as
the plant itself, which gives it up to eight times the
fensile strength and four Umes the durabiliy of
cottan. Hemp is the base fabric for the cushions
fronm Cloth It has & rooghness o it it looks Hie
linen, while coton looks more manufactred ®
Irquiries, gyat 7755, wiwwclothfobric.com

CRUCIFIX ORCHID

Hadl Durbach, architect

“What couled answer your brief more perfoctly thon a
plant? The crucifix orchid is unbeatable - delicate
and beautiful, in improbable thing which flowers all
year, You can torture, neglect or spaal them and they
atill thrive, | like that in a plant. [fappears (o mo
thiey rieed tonmes of water, of nothing at afl, § haven's
figuired 1t oun yet alter fve years of having one. 1t's a
great gifls you can leave it in the badk of the car for
weeks on end and (t manages. 1 growas in n pot wnd
you can put in s vase and it seems o be hapgry, |
guess you could say it's not meally 8 designed objecr,
unkess you balieve in God, of course. But it's doing
pood things for the enviromment”

Inguiries, wwucealyx com.au/epidendrum.herml

PRINCE STREET CARPETS

Michelle Marns, design consultant, Whiteclife Imports
“The chairman of Prince Stoeet is mod on being
green and the US factory uses salar ponver, even
though it makes nylon carpets, The factory also has
one of the largest privately owned solar amays. The
carpet can be recycled and used for backing, and
Prince Street hus managed to reduce landfill wastn

by mare than Bo per cent since 1995: Even though
there's a pattem, it's one colour snd the patteen is
achieved by texture, The collection has a dense pile
and a'softer look than usually associated with nylon®
Inupuiries, ofoz 8823

ECOSMART FIRE

Tim Bird, industrial designer

“An open fireplace uses lots of timber and much of
the heat goes struight LH: the chimmey, and it's fixed
In one [ocation. These fines are portable and can be
wheeled about, or they can be walbmounted or frted
Into & ronge of modules. They use methylated fpirits
# fuel, made from ethanol. Ethanol emissions are
elean — heat steam and carbon dicxide — dnd don’t

e thie poxic that fossil fuels do. 1t doean't
crackle, bat iU still an open flame.”
Inquiries. 907 3050, W wecosimart fire.com

SOLAR CELLS

Hail Burtey, diregtor, Anibou

“I've always Found solar cells beautiful, At one
extreme you see those fabulous images from space
where enormous, frail-looking stroctires power
space: stations At the other end, there are those tiny
windows on caledlntors that provide all the power
Neww salar cells power communication stations,
yachts, hotwater systema and lighting. A house at
Kangnloan :tt!dw::d by Glenn Murcoutt has such en
array of solir colléctors that it's a net exporter of
power. The cells have been simply. but beautifully,
Imtegrated Into the desiyn of the roof”

Inquiries, BP Solar, 8762 5777,

Wt o com. owprodurtsfsolan los o

FROFILO BLOC TAPWARE

Angus Parker, genaral mensger, Rogersellor
“Tapware with a ceramic dise gives you better
control over water flow. With the old technology,
ater out. With the disc, vou dan't bayve o
use i ot of pressure, or turn the tap on that hard, so
you nse Jess water, und 1t's Bess Hkely to deip, The
dises are much benpger wearing than pumpes valves,
toa, The Profilo Bloc tapware, which won'an
Australinn Dclen Mark award in 2004, has those
Featuiren. 1ts look b minimalist and contemparary
and it ales heds an oval outler®

Inquiries, 9332 4500
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